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Rambert tours two new works around the UK alongside 
treasured favourites 
 

• New commissions from Andonis Foniadakis and Ben Duke 

• Ghost Dances tours across the UK 

• Rambert presents work for the first time in 25 years at the Mayflower Theatre in 
Southampton 

Rambert continues its dedication to touring large-scale contemporary dance works across the UK, 

presenting two premieres featured alongside some of the company’s best loved work. This tour also 

sees the first time the company has been to Southampton since its last performance at the Mayflower 

Theatre in 1992. 

Choreographer Andonis Foniadakis creates a new work for Rambert, titled Symbiosis, which 

premieres in September at The Lowry, Salford. Known for his technically detailed dance works full of 

energy and power, this is Foniadakis’s first piece for the company and features a newly 

commissioned score from Ilan Eshkeri, a British neo-classical composer known for his film scores, 

concert music and artistic collaborations. Fashion designer Tassos Sofroniou creates the costumes 

for the work and Sakis Birbilis the lighting design. 

Award-winning choreographer and performer Ben Duke also presents his first work for Rambert, titled 

Goat, in October at the Festival Theatre, Edinburgh. Goat explores the pleasure and pain of 

performing, inspired by the music and spirit of Nina Simone, with a selection of her best-loved songs 

performed live onstage. Duke’s work explores the overlap between dance and theatre and his most 

recent work, the critically acclaimed one-man-show Paradise Lost (lies unopened beside me), toured 

the UK in 2016 and won him the Critic’s Circle National Dance Award for Outstanding Male 

Performance. 

Originally created for Rambert in 1981, Ghost Dances is Christopher Bruce’s response to political 

oppression in South America, and has returned to the company’s repertory for the first time in 13 

years. Ghost Dances depicts stories of love and compassion, as death – in the form of the iconic 

‘ghost dancers’ – interrupts the daily lives of a series of ordinary people. Set to Latin American folk 

music arranged by Nicholas Mojsiejenko, the piece makes visual reference to the Day of the Dead.  

Bruce created the choreography and set design for the work, with costumes by Belinda Scarlett and 



lighting design by Nick Chelton. Bruce returned to Rambert to teach his choreography to the current 

company, which revived the work in November 2016. 

These works will form part of programmes presented at venues in triple bills alongside three other 

works including Aletta Collins’s The Days Run Away Like Wild Horses, which premiered at Sadler’s 

Wells in May, her third work for the company. Set to Arturo Márquez’s pulsating Danzones 1, 2 & 3, 

the piece features designs by Katrina Lindsay and lighting by Andreas Fuchs. 

Also being presented on tour are Itzik Galili’s riotous, samba-fuelled party piece A Linha Curva 

(2009, revival: Mikaela Polley, 2016) and Kim Brandstrup’s National Dance Award-winning romantic 

drama Transfigured Night (2015). 
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Notes to Editors 

Autumn Tour Dates 

The Lowry, Salford  
Thu 28 – Sat 30 Sept 
Ghost Dances / Transfigured Night / PREMIERE: Symbiosis (New Andonis Foniadakis) 
thelowry.com / 0843 208 6000 
 
Mayflower Theatre, Southampton  
Tue 10 – Wed 11 Oct 
Ghost Dances / A Linha Curva / Transfigured Night 
mayflower.org.uk / 02390 711 811 
 
Theatre Royal, Norwich 
Thu 19 – Fri 20 Oct 
Ghost Dances / The days run away like wild horses / Symbiosis (New Andonis Foniadakis) 
theatreroyalnorwich.co.uk / 01603 63 00 00 
 
Festival Theatre, Edinburgh 
Thu 26 – Sat 28 Oct 
A Linha Curva / Symbiosis (New Andonis Foniadakis) / PREMIERE: Goat (New Ben Duke) 
edtheatres.com / 0131 529 6000 
 
Theatre Royal Bath 
Thu 2 – Sat 4 Nov 
Ghost Dances / Goat (New Ben Duke)/ The days run away like wild horses 
theatreroyal.org.uk / 01225 448 844 
 
The Alhambra Theatre, Bradford 
Wed 15 – Fri 17 Nov 
Ghost Dances / A Linha Curva / Goat (New Ben Duke) 
bradford-theatres.co.uk/venues/the-alhambra-theatre / 01274 432 000 
 
Sadler’s Wells, London  
Tue 21 – Sat 25 Nov 
A Linha Curva / Symbiosis (New Andonis Foniadakis) / Goat (New Ben Duke) 
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https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiHuICdv43UAhVGKcAKHUTEDEgQFggpMAA&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thelowry.com%2F&usg=AFQjCNGkgQMVnQJrfTUbBSj-4HpVrors9Q&sig2=KaEvJveaRSTKxRXlmfuHhQ
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https://secure.theatreroyalnorwich.co.uk/online/default.asp?doWork::WScontent::loadArticle=Load&BOparam::WScontent::loadArticle::article_id=6DE8D926-5A51-4BA7-AA4A-516441E3036F&sessionlanguage=&SessionSecurity::linkName=
http://www.edtheatres.com/rambert
http://www.theatreroyal.org.uk/page/3028/Rambert/1096
http://www.bradford-theatres.co.uk/whats-on/rambert-dance-company-87347


sadlerswells.com / 020 7863 8000 

 

Rambert is Britain’s national dance company. It produces new and historic dance works for 

audiences throughout the UK and around the world, performed by world-class dancers and 

accompanied by live music. Rambert has been making dance for 90 years. Its home on London’s 

South Bank, which opened in 2014, is a centre for creativity, talent development and community 

engagement. Rambert works in partnership with local authorities, schools, hospitals and health care 

providers, social enterprises, charities, businesses and arts organisations to extend its reach to 

people of all ages, backgrounds and circumstances, giving tens of thousands of people each year 

opportunities to watch, take part and learn through dance. 

www.rambert.org.uk 

Twitter @RambertDance 

Instagram /rambertdance 

 

Andonis Foniadakis is resident choreographer for Greek National Ballet and director of the Lyon-

based Apotosoma Dance Company which he founded in 2003. He has collaborated with ballet 

companies worldwide as both a dancer and choreographer including, Tanz Luzerner Theatre, Sydney 

Dance Company, Ballet de Lorraine, Martha Graham Dance Company, Ballet de l’Opera de Lyon and 

most recently, Royal New Zealand Ballet. He was movement coordinator for Darren Aronofsky’s Noah 

and his awards include the Danza e Danza Award for Best Choreography in 2002. 

 

Ben Duke is Co-Founder and Artistic Director of dance theatre company Lost Dog. He trained at the 

Guildford School of Acting, London Contemporary Dance School and has a first class degree in 

English Literature from Newcastle University. As well as his work for Lost Dog, Ben has directed and 

choreographed works for companies including Scottish Dance Theatre, Dance Umbrella, The National 

Theatre of Scotland and the Gate Theatre, London. As a performer he has worked with Probe, Hofesh 

Shechter Company, Tilted Productions, The Gate Theatre, The National Theatre of Scotland, 

Glyndebourne Opera and Punchdrunk. 

 

Christopher Bruce is one of Britain’s leading choreographers and is recognised as the last major 

choreographer to have been nurtured by Marie Rambert. Bruce is a former dancer and Artistic 

Director of Rambert (1992 – 2002), who’s acclaimed work for the company includes Cruel Garden 

(1977), Swansong (1987) and Rooster (1991). He has created works for major companies around the 

world including English National Ballet, Houston Ballet, Nederlands Dans Theater and The Royal 

Ballet.  
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