
 
 
RAMBERT AT 90 
 

 Rambert is marking its 90th anniversary with its biggest ever programme of public 
engagement.  

 Rambert’s 90th programme celebrates the whole range of the company’s work:  
o drawing inspiration from Rambert’s heritage 
o championing new talent 
o collaborating across art forms 
o deepening people’s involvement with dance. 

 
A nationwide programme celebrating the whole range of Rambert’s work has been 
commissioned to mark the company’s 90th anniversary this year.  
 
Running from June 2016, the programme will explore the role heritage plays in Rambert’s 
work, highlight bold cross-art form collaborations, and champion new and emerging dance 
talent. It will also give tens of thousands of people across England, Scotland and Wales the 
opportunity to deepen their engagement with contemporary dance. 
 
The Creation 
 
Rambert’s 90th anniversary season launches in July with the premiere of a new dance 
staging of Haydn’s masterpiece, The Creation, a co-production with Garsington Opera. 
Rambert’s dancers will be joined by dancers from the Rambert School of Ballet and 
Contemporary Dance to form a cast of over 50, performing choreography by Rambert’s 
Artistic Director Mark Baldwin. Three world-class solo singers: Sarah Tynan (soprano), James 
Gilchrist (tenor) and Neal Davies (bass) and Garsington Opera’s Orchestra and Chorus will 
be conducted by Garsington Opera’s Artistic Director Douglas Boyd. The production will 
feature designs by leading visual artist Pablo Bronstein, the recipient of this year’s Tate 
Britain commission. With a collective cast of over 120 performers, this production will be 
Rambert’s largest scale work to date. The Creation will receive its premiere at Garsington 
Opera’s award winning opera pavilion on the Wormsley Estate. 
 
Rambert at 90 Exhibition 
 
The Lowry arts centre in Salford has commissioned leading contemporary artists to create 
work inspired by Rambert’s heritage for a special exhibition. The exhibition, which opens in 
November 2016, will feature new works by leading contemporary artists alongside specially 
selected objects from Rambert’s archive.  
 
Sadler’s Wells 
 
In November, Rambert will present two programmes of work at Sadler’s Wells: 
Contemporaries and the London premiere of The Creation, featuring the Rambert Orchestra, 
BBC Singers and soloists Sarah Tynan (soprano), James Gilchrist (tenor) and Neal Davies 
(bass) conducted by Rambert’s Music Director Paul Hoskins. Contemporaries is a triple-bill of 
specially commissioned work from a new generation of dance makers. The programme will 
feature new pieces by Malgorzata Dzierzon and Patricia Okenwa along with Alexander 
Whitley’s 2015 work Frames. The emergence of these artists as choreographers has been 
supported by Rambert’s choreographic development programme.  
 
  



Leverhulme Choreography Fellowship 
 
September sees the launch of a new choreography fellowship programme supported by the 
Leverhulme Trust. The Fellowship will, over the next three years, give three professional 
dancers support in making the transition from dancer to full-time working choreographer. The 
Fellows will each spend a year working part-time with Rambert exploring and developing their 
choreographic practice. The Leverhulme Choreography Fellowship is a new addition to a 
programme that also includes a successful music fellowship and a long-running 
choreographic development programme that has nurtured generations of dance-makers.  
 
Heritage Lottery Fund supports taking Rambert’s heritage on tour. 
 
During the course of the year, Rambert will embark upon its biggest ever programme of public 
engagement, thanks to National Lottery players. Supported by a grant of £333,500 from the 
Heritage Lottery Fund, it will include a nationwide oral history and volunteer project to help 
create an accessible archive resource, telling the story of Rambert’s role in establishing 
British dance through accounts from audience members, dancers and choreographers from 
the past 90 years. The programme will also include new education and creative projects for 
young people aged 14-25, older people and families, which will complement the company’s 
performances during the autumn. This is the first time that nationwide audiences will come 
together with Rambert to help tell the story of British dance. 
 
Additional activities will include: 
 

 Ghost Dances: the revival of one of the most requested works from Rambert’s 
repertoire, Christopher Bruce’s iconic 1981 work, last seen in 2003. Ghost Dances 
will receive its revival premiere in Edinburgh before touring in 2017. 

 Rambert Revealed: a special two-week edition of the company’s annual programme 
of public events, tours and workshops taking place in October at Rambert’s home on 
the South Bank.  

 £5 tickets for under 30s: to help develop a new generation of dance enthusiasts, 
Rambert will offer £5 tickets for performance across the UK for anyone aged 30 or 
under.  

 
Rambert has been at the forefront of dance in the UK since the company was founded by 
Marie Rambert in 1926. The company helped to shape the landscape of dance in the UK and 
its artistic work, talent development, public engagement and commitment to touring world-
class contemporary dance continue to place it at the heart of this evolving and flourishing art 
form.  

 
Mark Baldwin, Artistic Director of Rambert: 
 
‘We celebrate 90 years of Rambert as being an important milestone for the company and our 
whole sector. Rambert at 90 will offer audiences throughout the UK the opportunity to be a 
part of the company, from witnessing distinctive performances by our world-class dancers 
and the next generation of dance artists, to taking part in classes and workshops and 
exploring our 90-year heritage. Rambert at 90 will showcase our commitment to ensuring 
British contemporary dance reaches as wide an audience as possible.’ 

 

Notes to editors 

 

Rambert 
Rambert is Britain’s national dance company. It presents new and historic dance works to 
audiences in all parts of the country, performed by world-class dancers and accompanied by 
live music. Rambert has the most extensive national touring programme of any UK 
contemporary dance company and, through partnerships with theatres in England, Scotland 
and Wales, develops new audiences for dance in all parts of the country.   
 



Rambert engages tens of thousands of people in outreach, education and participation work 
of the highest quality every year and invests in the professional development of dancers, 
choreographers and composers. 
 
Heritage Lottery Fund 
Thanks to National Lottery players, we invest money to help people across the UK explore, 
enjoy and protect the heritage they care about - from the archaeology under our feet to the 
historic parks and buildings we love, from precious memories and collections to rare wildlife.  
www.hlf.org.uk @heritagelottery @HLFLondon 
 
Rambert at 90 is supported by a major grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund. The grant will 
enable Rambert, in its 90th year, to embark on a £500,000 public engagement project and 
support the creation of an exhibition at The Lowry in Salford. Both the exhibition and 
engagement programme will see Britain’s oldest dance company take its heritage nationwide, 
sharing the story of the development of dance in the UK. 
 
Garsington Opera 
Garsington Opera gives performances of great artistic quality in a setting of extraordinary 
natural beauty. Performances take place in the spectacular Opera Pavilion, which sits within 
the rolling landscape of the Chiltern Hills, less than an hour from London.  The 2016 season 
which runs from 3 June to 17 July presents Tchaikovsky’s Eugene Onegin, Rossini’s 
L’italiana in Algeri, Mozart’s Idomeneo and, in collaboration with Rambert, Haydn’s The 
Creation. www.garsingtonopera.org 
 
For further information and images please contact:  
 
Kate Hassell Press and Media Manager 
Tel: 020 8630 0612 / 07921 264 564 Email: kate.hassell@rambert.org.uk 
 
Press quality images of current repertoire can also be downloaded from the Rambert website:  
Go to www.rambert.org.uk/press/press-images/ and enter password: rdc_27# 
 
Key Event Dates 
 
14 – 17 July  The Creation    Garsington Opera 

Wormsley, Buckinghamshire HP14 3YG 
01865 361636 / garsingtonopera.org 

  
10 – 22 Oct Rambert Revealed  Rambert  

99 Upper Ground, London SE1 9PP  
 020 8630 0600 / rambert.org.uk 

 
7 – 8 Nov Contemporaries  Sadler’s Wells 

Rosebery Ave, London EC1R 4TN 
 020 7863 8000 / sadlerswells.com 

 
10 – 12 Nov The Creation   Sadler’s Wells 

Rosebery Ave, London EC1R 4TN 
 020 7863 8000 / sadlerswells.com 

 
23 – 25 Nov Ghost Dances plus other works Festival Theatre 

13-29 Nicolson St, Edinburgh EH8 9FT 
 0131 529 6000 / edtheatres.com 

 
Nov – Feb  Rambert at 90 exhibition  The Lowry 

Pier 8, Salford Quays, M50 3AZ  

 0843 208 6000 / thelowry.com 
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