NOTES TO EDITORS:
RAMBERT DANCE COMPANY
Founded by Marie Rambert in 1926, Rambert Dance Company has sustained her pioneering commitment to choreography, and the Company has led the way in developing dancers as artists, over 85 years. The vision of this energetic Polish woman ensured that dance as an art form took root and blossomed in this country, as she produced the founding generation of British choreographers including Sir Frederick Ashton and Antony Tudor.  Excepting Diaghilev, her great inspiration, no other director has had a greater effect on the creative forces in ballet, not only in Britain but all over the world. She stressed the value of collaboration between choreographer, composer and artist; the Company continues in that tradition, routinely commissioning composers and artists alongside new choreography. Rambert is renowned for its use of live music and is the only contemporary dance company always to tour with an orchestra in the UK. Today, the Company thrives on its unique ability to share with audiences the widest range of repertoire: works from our rich heritage as the UK’s oldest dance company; new works and re-stagings by choreographers from all over the world, including those who may be less well-known in the UK; and landmark dance from the 20th century. Bold, risk-taking, agile and beautiful, our dancers combine rigorous technique and artistry with an extraordinary ability to challenge and entertain. 
RAMBERT ARCHIVE RECEIVES BOOST FROM HERITAGE LOTTERY FUND

Rambert has been awarded nearly £360,000 of funding from the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) to conserve, catalogue and make publicly available the Company’s exceptional historical collections. HLF funding will enable the fit-out of a dedicated archive space in the Company’s new purpose-built home on the South Bank which will open in 2013. The archive contains audio and film collections, archive documents and more than 300 costumes spanning over 100 years, including pieces by acclaimed designers Roland Mouret, John Galliano, Stephen Jones and Katherine Hamnett, as well as original pieces belonging to Marie Rambert. Conservation work will be carried out on the items at most risk, around 40% of the collection. Over 600 boxes of documents and 1800 pieces of film and audio footage will also be preserved to professional standards. The VHS collection, which is significantly at risk, will be digitised with many items to be made available online.
The project will also see an extensive education programme, with particular focus on schools, MA Fashion students, young theatre members, volunteers and the wider community. This will include:-
· Opportunities for fashion students to gain invaluable practical skills in cataloguing costume collections with the chance to curate a public exhibition.

· A digitisation archivist will train volunteers to help with the digitisation of VHS film collections.

· At least 15 schools will participate in workshops on themes such as significant choreographers, the emergence of contemporary dance and the Company’s founder, Marie Rambert.
· Groups of young people from Lambeth City Learning Centre will look at archive footage to develop documentary films on music, design and dance.

· Young people from the Unicorn Theatre will create a performance about the life of Marie Rambert inspired by the Company’s archives.

· Rambert will deliver a series of talks and events for adults and community groups.

RAMBERT MOVES: WORK ON NEW SOUTH BANK HOME BEGINS

This December construction work began on Rambert’s new home in the heart of London’s South Bank. The project has taken over nine years in development and began in earnest in Rambert’s 85th anniversary year. The Company intends to move into its new flagship home for contemporary dance in 2013. The plot of land on Upper Ground has been made available to Rambert by Coin Street Community Builders, one of the UK’s leading social enterprises, in return for a commitment to lead a significant community dance programme in the local area and for the peppercorn rent of one pair of ballet shoes per year. Learning and participation is central to Rambert’s vision, and the Company currently works with 14,000 children and young people and 6,000 adults each year. This purpose-built home will serve to double levels of public engagement and allow the Company to significantly expand its education and outreach activities to meet the needs of the local community in Lambeth and surrounding boroughs. Award-winning architects Allies & Morrison have designed a world-class facility which comprises three large dance studios, set and costume workshops, offices and archive. The total cost of the project is £19.6 million, £7 million of which was awarded by Arts Council England, one of only five grants in London it has recently made to look at new ways to increase arts organisations’ sustainability. Rambert has raised nearly £12 million of the fundraising target from private sources, and is set to launch a public campaign in 2012 to help raise the remaining £700,000.

MUSIC AT RAMBERT

Musical activity at Rambert is thriving more than ever. All of the repertoire on this tour is performed to live music, and much of this music is new. Mark Bowden, the second composer to be appointed Rambert Music Fellow, makes his first new orchestration for the Company with Debussy’s L’Après-midi d’un faune. Mark’s first composition for the Company was performed at The Place in October, and he is already collaborating with one of the dancers on music for an evening of new choreography at the QEH in May 2012, on which occasion all four choreographers will be working with young composers. 

New Music 20x12 is a UK-wide commissioning programme initiated by Jillian Barker and David Cohen, and delivered by PRS for Music Foundation in partnership with the BBC, LOCOG, Sound and Music and NMC Recordings. Special thanks to The Bliss Trust and The Finzi Trust for making this New Music 20x12 commission possible.
New Music 20x12 is generously supported by the following committed patrons and funders: Arts Council England, Creative Scotland, John S. Cohen Foundation, PRS for Music Foundation, Arts Council of Northern Ireland, Arts Council of Wales, Columbia Foundation Fund of the Capital Community Foundation, Incorporated Society of Musicians, Musicians Benevolent Fund, Jerwood Charitable Foundation, RVW Trust, Charlotte and Dennis Stevenson, Tolkien Trust, The Leche Trust, The Bliss Trust, Finzi Trust, The Worshipful Company of Musicians, Lilian Slowe, John and Ann Tusa, John Wates Charitable Trust, Richard Walduck, Honeymead Arts Trust, and Sir Anthony Cleaver. See www.prsformusicfoundation.com and www.nmcrec.co.uk for more information. 
New Music 20x12 is a UK-wide programme which consists of 20 outstanding new works, each lasting 12 minutes, commissioned to feature centre stage of the London 2012 Cultural Olympiad. New Music 20x12 commissions will be broadcast by BBC Radio 3 and tour the UK, enabling as many people as possible to enjoy excellent new music as part of our celebrations of the London 2012 Olympic Games and Paralympic Games. 
ACCESS AT RAMBERT
Sign Language-interpreted performances are now firmly established as an integral part of every Rambert tour. Our interpreter Angie Newman is committed to making music more accessible by interpreting the mood and dynamics of the music for Deaf patrons.
The Sign Language-interpreted performances in the spring tour are as follows (please check with each venue for recommended seating areas): 
His Majesty's Theatre, Aberdeen on Wednesday 15 February

Clwyd Theatr Cymru, Mold on Wednesday 14 March

Marlowe Theatre, Canterbury on Thursday 22 March

Theatre Royal Brighton on Saturday 31 March (eve)
Sadler’s Wells, London on Wednesday 16 May
RAMBERT DANCE COMPANY’S REPERTOIRE SPRING 2012
A LINHA CURVA

The multi-award nominated A Linha Curva is filled with rhythmic pulses and sexual tension; irresistible samba-inspired lines and curves blending with a Brazilian style and contemporary dance technique. This new version for Rambert by Itzik Galili, one of Israel’s most talented choreographers, is a sensation and a real crowd-pleaser.
Choreography Itzik Galili  Music Percossa (Holland) performed by Rambert Orchestra  Design and lighting design Itzik Galili

ELYSIAN FIELDS

Groundbreaking choreographer Javier De Frutos creates a brutal and seductive new work, set to the score from seminal film A Streetcar Named Desire. Inspired by its author, who once said, ‘dance was perhaps the last destination where poetry could find a homeland’, Elysian Fields is a poetic incantation to Tennessee Williams and commemorates his centenary year.   
Choreography Javier De Frutos  Music Alex North arr. Christopher Austin  Design  Katrina Lindsay  Lighting design  Michael Hulls
L’APRÈS-MIDI D’UN FAUNE

Inspired by Debussy’s languorous and shimmering score and considered to be one of the first modern ballets, L’Après-midi d’un faune, created for Diaghilev’s Ballets Russes, caused a furore at its first performance 100 years ago. The Rambert version of Vaslav Nijinsky’s seminal short ballet is revived by the Company for the first time in almost 30 years. 

Choreography the Rambert version of Nijinsky’s choreography  Revival Director Ann Whitley  Music Claude Debussy (1894) orchestrated by Mark Bowden (2011)  Design after Léon Bakst  Lighting design Sid Ellen  Special thanks to Christopher Bruce
MONOLITH

Created by Tim Rushton, artistic director of Danish Dance Theatre, Monolith is inspired by mystical energies that haunt sites of 
man-made gathering places. The rhythms and extremes of Pēteris Vasks’ gutsy score, tense yet tranquil, are the perfect backdrop to Rushton’s Rambert debut.

Choreography Tim Rushton  Music Pēteris Vasks  Design Charlotte Østergaard, Tim Rushton 
Lighting design Malcolm Glanville, Tim Rushton
ROSES

A rare opportunity to enjoy the work of American choreographer Paul Taylor, described by Martha Graham as the ‘naughty boy’ of dance. Serene, flowing and unexpected, Roses was first created in 1985 and set to music by Richard Wagner and Heinrich Baermann.

Choreography Paul Taylor  Music Heinrich Baermann, Richard Wagner  Costume William Ivey Long  Lighting design Jennifer Tipton
SEVEN FOR A SECRET, NEVER TO BE TOLD 
Explore the world through a child’s eye, a world of boxers, dragonflies and frogs, in 15 glorious musical movements and one action packed day. Come out to play with this fresh and enchanting take on Ravel’s luscious and original score from the 1920s, L'enfant et les sortilèges.

Choreography Mark Baldwin  Music Maurice Ravel / Stephen McNeff  Design Michael Howells  
Backcloth image Joe Swift  Lighting design Michael Mannion  
SUB

Following the critically acclaimed and multi award-nominated A Linha Curva, Israeli choreographer Itzik Galili returns with the UK première of his high energy work, SUB, a battlefield of relentlessly sparring testosterone.
Choreography Itzik Galili  Music Michael Gordon  Costume design Natasja Lansen  Lighting design Yaron Abulafia  
THE ART OF TOUCH

Siobhan Davies returns to Rambert with a revival of her Olivier Award-winning work, The Art of Touch. The speed and wit of Scarlatti’s sonatas are the triggers for the irascibly fast footwork that propels the dancers across the floor, scooping the air as they go.

Choreography Siobhan Davies  Music Matteo Fargion, Domenico Scarlatti  

Design David Buckland  Costume design Antony McDonald  Lighting design Ian Beswick
WHAT WILD ECSTASY

Mark Baldwin’s brand new modern-day take on L’Après-midi d’un faune is set to a pulsing and feral score by Gavin Higgins, commissioned as part of the 2012 Cultural Olympiad.  

Choreography Mark Baldwin  Music Gavin Higgins  Design Michael Howells  Lighting design Sid Ellen
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