RAMBERT DANCE COMPANY 
Spring Season 2012
In 2012, Mark Baldwin celebrates 10 years at the helm of Rambert, the national company for contemporary dance. As Artistic Director, he has created four new works for the Company and commissioned more than 25 world premieres from leading international choreographers who include Karole Armitage, Rafael Bonachela, Kim Brandstrup, Javier De Frutos, Tim Rushton, Garry Stewart and Doug Varone; as well as continuing Marie Rambert’s legacy of nurturing the next generation of choreographers from within the Company’s ranks. Working alongside Music Director Paul Hoskins, Baldwin has brought music to the heart of the Company, touring with the Rambert Orchestra to all venues in the UK and leading a significant commissioning programme which has resulted in new works by composers such as Julian Anderson, Howard Goodall, Stephen McNeff and Tobias Picker.

To commemorate this milestone anniversary year, Baldwin creates his fifth work for the Company, What Wild Ecstasy, a contemporary response to Nijinsky’s seminal ballet L’Après-midi d’un faune. What Wild Ecstasy features a brand new score by Gavin Higgins, Rambert’s inaugural Music Fellow, which he describes as “exploring a darker side of the faun’s sensual character”. The score is one of 20 new works commissioned by PRS for Music Foundation’s New Music 20x12 - a UK-wide commissioning programme initiated by Jillian Barker and David Cohen, and delivered in partnership with the BBC, LOCOG and NMC Recordings. Mark Baldwin’s modern-day take is inspired by ritualised dance gatherings: “The primal instinct of celebrating pulse and rhythm has always fascinated me. These gatherings may help bond a community, bolster its individuals and act as a way of releasing tensions; a unique way in which our species for a moment, is able to leave the world behind”.
The Company will also revive the Rambert version of Vaslav Nijinsky’s L’Après-midi d’un faune in its centenary year. Inspired by Debussy’s languorous and shimmering score and considered to be one of the first modern ballets, L’Après-midi d’un faune, created for Diaghilev’s Ballets Russes, caused a furore at its first performance in 1912. Esteemed choreologist Ann Whitley directs the revival of the work last performed by the Company in 1983, with the support of former dancer of the title role and former Rambert Artistic Director, Christopher Bruce.    
Ann Whitley’s experience of the work began with the 1967 staging which derives from the production mounted for Marie Rambert’s Ballet Club in 1931 by Léon Woizikovsky and Lydia Sokolova, Ballets Russes dancers who performed the roles of the faun and one of the nymphs, respectively, in Nijinsky’s production. Marie Rambert would have had the opportunity to see Nijinsky in the title role in around thirty performances. Before L’Après-midi d’un faune left the repertoire in 1971, Whitley attended rehearsals of the work directed by Marie Rambert and Norman Morrice. Her Benesh Movement Notation score for the Company includes many of Marie Rambert’s important production comments on style and interpretation.
Rambert will première L'Après-midi d'un faune and What Wild Ecstasy at His Majesty's Theatre in Aberdeen on 15 February 2012, and both works will receive their national press night on 15 May 2012 at Sadler’s Wells.

Also in May 2012, following the critically acclaimed and multi-award nominated A Linha Curva, Israeli choreographer Itzik Galili returns with the UK première of SUB, a taut and muscular work for seven male dancers set to the exuberant energy of Michael Gordon’s composition for string sextet, Weather One. 
Rambert will also perform the following repertoire in spring 2012: A Linha Curva by Itzik Galili, Elysian Fields by Javier De Frutos, Monolith by Tim Rushton, Roses by Paul Taylor, Seven for a secret, never to be told by Mark Baldwin and The Art of Touch by Siobhan Davies (for further information please see editors’ notes attached).
Press Night: Sadler’s Wells, Tuesday 15 May 2012 at 7.30pm
For further information and images please contact Press Manager, Jennifer Reynolds 
Tel: 020 8630 0612 / 07736 84 22 37 or email: jennifer.reynolds@rambert.org.uk
Images can also be downloaded from our website rambert.org.uk
Please go to the Press section and enter email: press@rambert.org.uk and password: 1press 

SEVEN FOR A SECRET… TOUR 2012
7 – 9 February: Theatre Royal, Newcastle
08448 11 21 21 / theatreroyal.co.uk
Monolith (Rushton)

Roses (Taylor)
Seven for a secret, never to be told (Baldwin) 

15 – 17 February: His Majesty's Theatre, Aberdeen
01224 641122 / boxofficeaberdeen.com
Monolith (Rushton)

Seven for a secret, never to be told (Baldwin)
WORLD PREMIERE: What Wild Ecstasy (Baldwin) & REVIVAL PREMIERE: L’Après-midi d’un faune
14 – 17 March: Clwyd Theatr Cymru, Mold
0845 330 3565 / clwyd-theatr-cymru.co.uk
A Linha Curva (Galili)
Elysian Fields (De Frutos)

Seven for a secret, never to be told (Baldwin)

21 – 23 March: Marlowe Theatre, Canterbury
01227 787787/ marlowetheatre.com
A Linha Curva (Galili)
Seven for a secret, never to be told (Baldwin)

The Art of Touch (Davies)
28 – 31 March: Theatre Royal Brighton

0844 871 7650 / atgtickets.com/brighton
Elysian Fields (De Frutos)
Roses (Taylor)

Seven for a secret, never to be told (Baldwin)

LONDON SPRING SEASON

15 – 19 May: Sadler’s Wells, London

0844 412 4300 / sadlerswells.com
UK PREMIERE: SUB (Galili)
The Art of Touch (Davies)

LONDON PREMIERE: What Wild Ecstasy (Baldwin) & L’Après-midi d’un faune
All music will be performed live by the Rambert Orchestra.
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