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UK-wide premieres announced for New Music 20x12 Cultural Olympiad Composers

· Five New Music 20x12 premieres to take place in January 2012, with new work for bells bringing in the new year

· Exciting line-up of British composers and arts organisations bring outstanding new music to audiences across the UK and throughout the whole year 

· All twenty commissions to be presented across one weekend which celebrates composing –Southbank Centre,13-15 July 2012

Dates for the first set of premieres by New Music 20x12 Cultural Olympiad Composers are announced today by PRS for Music Foundation.  This ambitious and wide-ranging project, which is part of the London 2012 Cultural Olympiad, involves some of the UK's leading composers from across a range of music genres.  Each composer has been commissioned to capture the spirit of the Olympic and Paralympic Games with a piece of music 12 minutes in length.  Premieres will take place the length and breadth of the UK at concert halls, arts centres, festivals, public spaces and, for one premiere, a prison - culminating in a weekend at Southbank Centre (13-15 July 2012) where all the works will be performed as part of a wider exploration of composing new music

Leading voices in the field of contemporary classical music, including Mark-Anthony Turnage, Sally Beamish and Howard Skempton, were commissioned as part of New Music 20x12 along with dynamic names from the worlds of Jazz (Jason Yarde and Julian Joseph) and Folk (Aidan O’Rourke, Sheema  Mukherjee), to name but a few of the commissioned composers.  All 20 works will each receive at least three performances in 2012.  Additionally all the works – from the four corners of the UK – will be broadcast on BBC Radio 3 and released digitally by NMC recordings. 

The most ambitious and wide-ranging partnership programme in PRS for Music Foundation’s history, New Music 20x12 showcases a huge variety of new music and performances that provide an opportunity for all sectors of society to engage with these once-in-a-lifetime commissions. Composer Howard Skempton’s work for bells, ‘Five Rings Triples’, will be the first to premiere on New Year’s Eve from All Saints Church in Kingston upon Thames and, following this, most months in 2012 will see different regions hosting a New Music 20x12 premiere.

The premieres include large-scale event pieces premiered in public spaces such as Trafalgar Square (Liz Liew and Andy Leung in partnership with Chinatown Arts Space will perform XX/XY as part of the Chinese New Year celebrations) and Salisbury Cathedral grounds (David Bruce’s commission ‘Fire’, an outdoor spectacle involving voices, horns and a fire artist); a work which brings together musicians and sportspeople (Joe Cutler’s ‘Ping!’ for the Coull String Quartet and 4 table tennis players) and a project that sees Mark-Anthony Turnage, one of the UK’s leading composers, premiering his New Music 20x12 commission at HMP Lowdham Grange, Nottinghamshire. 

Other premieres will take place as far and wide as Bridport Electric Palace, Dorset; A.E. Harris Factory, Birmingham; The Tobermory Arts Centre, Isle of Mull; Liverpool Philharmonic Hall and Belfast Metropolitan Arts Centre.  
Each of the 20 works takes inspiration from the spirit of the Olympic Games but is utterly unique in the story it tells and the way it is realised.  Whether a new dance work from the Rambert Dance Company’s first Music Fellow Gavin Higgins, a new opera from Northern Irish composer Conor Mitchell, a work by Luke Carver Goss inspired by the relay race with poet Ian McMillan and the Yorkshire Youth Brass Band or Graham Fitkin’s piece written for the new Javelin Train which will run between St. Pancras Station and the Olympic site, each project is collaborative and a unique contribution to the Olympic celebrations.
Vanessa Reed, Executive Director of PRS for Music Foundation says:  “New Music 20x12 is a central part of the Olympics celebrations and people all over the country will have the opportunity to attend a special event which celebrates the excellence and imagination of some of the UK’s most exciting composers.  I am thrilled that each new work will receive three premieres and be accessible to so many people through the stunning array of nationwide performances and BBC Radio 3 broadcasts.”
Alan Davey, Chief Executive of Arts Council England, says: “As a principal funder of the London 2012 Cultural Olympiad, it’s fantastic to see our investment contribute to such a wide-ranging project that will bring extraordinary music to audiences right across the UK. The range of musical talent, not to mention venues, that are coming together like never before to celebrate 2012, will leave a powerful legacy for music long beyond the Games.”

Jillian Barker, founding patron says: “Two years on from our first discussions about New Music 20x12, it’s fantastic that our dream of putting new music centre stage of the Cultural Olympiad is starting to become a reality. We’re delighted that such an impressive range of organisations, composers and funding partners are working together to make this happen and I look forward to hearing every piece created for this once in a lifetime celebration.”

For more information:  www.prsformusicfoundation.com/newmusic20x12

ENDS - For further information about New Music 20x12 and interview requests please contact Talia Hull at littledesk PR.  talia@littledeskpr.com  07834 431 007

NOTES TO EDITORS

New Music 20x12 is delivered by PRS for Music Foundation: the UK’s leading funder of new music across all genres. It is generously supported by committed patrons and funders from across the UK including the Arts Councils of England, Wales and Northern Ireland and Creative Scotland. For more information about New Music 20x12 see www.prsformusicfoundation.com

The 20 works selected for New Music 20x12 were chosen by a panel of judges from over 200 applications. The judging panel consisted of composer Judith Weir, journalist Kevin Le Gendre, composer and performer Errollyn Wallen MBE, producer Joana Seguro and DJ and musician Rita Ray. The panel was chaired by Roger Wright, Controller of BBC Radio 3 and Director of the BBC Proms.

The New Music 20x12 commissions represent a range of compositional ouput and a wide variety of styles – from contemporary classical, folk and opera in Scotland and Northern Ireland to bell ringing, beatboxing, jazz and music for brass band in England and Wales. Nylon films has produced interviews with every composer now available at  http://www.prsformusicfoundation.com/newmusic20x12/index.htm 
New Music 20x12 is an independent commissioning programme initiated by Jillian Barker and David Cohen, and delivered by PRS for Music Foundation in partnership with the BBC, The London Organising Committee of the Olympic Games and Paralympic Games, and Sound and Music.

NEW MUSIC 20x12 PREMIERE DATES (AS OF 10/10/2011):

DECEMBER – NEW YEAR’S EVE 2011/2012

Howard Skempton and Central Council of Church Bell Ringers: ‘Five Rings Triples’. 

All Saints Church Kingston upon Thames and a number of other churches around the UK

Howard Skempton will create a new work – ‘Five Rings Triples’ - for eight church bells to mark the Olympic year with the Central Council of Church Bell Ringers in partnership with music production company Third Ear. Skempton believes that bells proclaim moments of public gathering, of celebration and of important news, providing an ideal medium for New Music 20x12.

JANUARY 2012

Anna Meredith and National Youth Orchestra: ‘HandsFree’

5 January, 2012 – Liverpool Philharmonic Hall

The National Youth Orchestra is working with composer Anna Meredith on a piece that enables its young musicians, from all over Britain, to share their musicianship and creative inventiveness without their instruments - through clapping, body percussion and beatboxing..

Mark-Anthony Turnage and Irene Taylor Trust: ‘Beyond This’

19 January, 2012 – 2 performances at HMP Lowdham Grange, Nottinghamshire

Composer Mark-Anthony Turnage is partnering with the Irene Taylor Trust ‘Music in Prisons’ and some new composers, comprising a group of prisoners from HMP Lowdham Grange. Music in Prisons believes in music as a powerful vehicle for change and in enabling prisoners to contribute positively to New Music 20x12.
Luke Carver Goss and Black Dyke Band: ‘Pure Gold: a 4x3 Relay Race’

27 January, 2012 – Royal Northern College of Music, Manchester

Composer Luke Carver Goss has been commissioned by the award-winning Black Dyke Band to write ‘Pure Gold: a 4x3 Relay Race’, which will use the structure of a relay race. The piece will be divided into four three minute 'legs': power, speed, losing ground and finally, triumph, to tell the tale of success through team work and sporting pride. Goss will be working with poet Ian McMillan and Yorkshire Youth Brass Band. 

Liz Liew and Andy Leung and Chinatown Arts Space: ‘XX/XY’

29 January, 2012 – Trafalgar Square, London

The Chinese New Year celebrations will herald in the Year of the Dragon and with it the dramatic unveiling of XX/XY presented by Chinatown Arts Space and composed by Liz Liew and Andy Leung, an East meets West fusion of new music.  The work is inspired by the competition of life - from the battle of the sexes (female XX/male XY chromosomes) to the competitive spirit of the Olympics and Paralympics: victories and defeats, human and machine, beginning and end, the UK and the world. 

FEBRUARY 2012

Sally Beamish and Orchestra of the Age of Enlightenment: ‘Spinal Chords’ 

5 February, 2012 – Turner Sims Concert Hall, Southampton

10 February, 2012 - London premiere at the Queen Elizabeth Hall

The Orchestra for the Age of Enlightenment is working with Sally Beamish to create ‘Spinal Chords’, a piece of music set to a text written by Melanie Reid, a columnist for The Times who broke her neck and back following a horse-riding accident earlier this year. The piece will reflect the positive spirit of Melanie and the many other people, including Paralympians, who display such a life-affirming attitude in the face of adversity.

Jason Yarde and Wonderbrass: ‘Skip, Dash, Flow’

12 February, 2012 – The Globe, Cardiff

Composer, producer and saxophonist Jason Yarde and community band Wonderbrass, which celebrates its 20th anniversary in 2012, are working on ‘Skip, Dash. Flow’ that will explore new world rhythms.

Gavin Higgins and Rambert Dance Company: ‘What Wild Ecstasy’

15-17 February, 2012 – His Majesty’s Theatre, Aberdeen

15-19 May, 2012 – Sadler’s Wells, London

In February 2012, Rambert Dance Company will revive Rambert’s version of Nijinsky’s ballet L'Après-midi d'un Faune in its centenary year, alongside the world premiere of a new work What Wild Ecstasy, choreographed by Mark Baldwin, with a score by Rambert’s inaugural Music Fellow, Gavin Higgins. What Wild Ecstasy is a contemporary response to partner this ground-breaking score, which takes Debussy’s harmonic palette as its starting point.

MARCH 2012

Joe Cutler and Coull String Quartet: ‘Ping!’

3 March, 2012 – Warwick Arts Centre

‘Ping!’ is a collaboration between composer Joe Cutler, the Coull String Quartet and Fusion table tennis club and will explore the distinct sounds and rhythms that table tennis players can create. The piece will create intricate cross-rhythms between table tennis players, a string quartet and a soundtrack. 

Graham Fitkin and The London Chamber Orchestra: ‘Track to Track’

22 March, 2012 – Cadogan Hall, London

The London Chamber Orchestra is working with composer Graham Fitkin to produce 'Track to Track'. Inspired by Benjamin Britten and WH Auden's ‘Nightmail,’ this piece will celebrate the journey of the Olympic Javelin Train taking passengers from St. Pancras Station to Stratford and back during the Olympics. Original motifs for the work are being prepared by children working in LCO’s and Barnardo’s Music Junction partnership. Track to Track composed for ensemble and string orchestra, will be set to a text by poet Glyn Maxwell and heard by train commuters as much as audiences in the concert hall. 

MAY 2012

Michael Wolters and Stan’s Cafe: ‘The Voyage’

6 May, 2012 – A.E. Harris Factory, Birmingham

‘The Voyage’ is a collaboration between the composer Michael Wolters and theatre company Stan’s Cafe. The piece is focused on a mythological hero who leaves home, travels overseas to face trials and may return a hero.

David Bruce and The Opera Group: ‘Fire’

25 May, 2012 – Salisbury Cathedral grounds

The Opera Group and Salisbury International Arts Festival have commissioned David Bruce to create ‘Fire’, an outdoor spectacle of visual and musical fireworks. The celebratory piece is for a fire artist, ensemble of horns and a massed community chorus recruited in each of the three Festivals to which it tours – Salisbury, Brighton and Spitalfields (London).

Sheema Mukherjee and The Imagined Village: ‘Bending The Dark’

17 May, 2012 - Bridport Electric Palace, Dorset

Composer Sheema Mukherjee's piece 'Bending The Dark' will be written from the point of view of a second-generation immigrant tracing the path of the Indian diaspora across continents. The new piece will be performed by The Imagined Village, a band that unites some of England's finest traditional musicians alongside leading figures on the UK Asian and alternative electronica music scene.

JUNE 2012

Aidan O’Rourke and An Tobar, The Tobermory Arts Centre: ‘TAT-1’

8 June, 2012 – The Tobermory Arts Centre, Isle of Mull

Fiddler and composer Aidan O’Rourke is working with An Tobar, The Tobermory Arts Centre to create ‘TAT-1’, inspired by the first transatlantic telephone cable which ran from Aidan’s hometown Oban, on the west coast of Scotland, to Newfoundland. As the Olympics brings the world closer together, the cable had the same purpose and for many years carried the “hotline” between Washington and Moscow.

Emily Howard and Second Movement: ‘Zatopek!’

15 June, 2012 – Contemporary Urban Centre, Liverpool

Zatopek! is a 12 minute chamber opera by Emily Howard and Second Movement for baritone, mezzo, adult and youth chorus and mixed ensemble, inspired by legendary Czech Olympian, long distance runner Emil Zatopek (1922-2000). In 1954 Zatopek set a new world record for the 5000m running the distance in 13:57 minutes. Emily Howard and Second Movement will have just a little less time to celebrate his life and times from the starting pistol of his international breakthrough at the London 1948 Olympics to the final finish line. 

Oliver Searle and Drake Music Scotland: ‘Technophonia’

15 June, 2012 – Queen’s Hall Edinburgh

‘Technophonia’ will be written for a new kind of ensemble that brings together cutting edge music interfaces used by Drake Music Scotland, the nation’s leading arts organisation providing music making opportunities for people with disabilities. Oliver Searle's music will inspire the young musicians to combine their individual talents to achieve a unique team performance, which will challenge how the audience defines musical instruments and performing musicians. 

Julian Joseph and Hackney Music Development Trust: ‘The Brown Bomber’

20 & 21 June, 2012 – The Lilian Baylis Studio, London

Julian Joseph and Hackney Music Development Trust have won funding for jazz proposal, ‘The Brown Bomber’, based on the famous boxing battle between American Joe Louis and German Max Schmeling in 1938. The piece will bring to life the relationship between the two athletes, who were adversaries in sport, but became great friends despite the ideological opposition that surrounded them. 

Conor Mitchell and NI Opera: ‘Our Day’

28/29/30 June – Metropolitan Arts Centre, Belfast

‘Our Day’ is a new opera set against a backdrop of events in Northern Ireland in 1972, which was one of the bloodiest of the troubles. It was also the year that local girl Mary Peters won a gold medal at the Munich Olympics, an event that briefly unified a country at war with itself. In 2012 it will be 40 years since that win, and composer Conor Mitchell and NI Opera are working on a piece to remember that sense of national pride Northern Ireland had in 1972.

JULY 2012

Aaron Cassidy and EXAUDI

13 – 15 July 2012 – Southbank Centre , London

EXAUDI, one of Britain’s leading contemporary music ensembles, will be working with Aaron Cassidy to generate new sounds for the human voice by exploring experimental approaches to vocal production. The Olympic idea of pushing the body to physical (and mental, and spiritual) extremes lies at the heart of Cassidy's conception for the new work.

NEW MUSIC 20x12 at SOUTHBANK CENTRE, LONDON

13 – 15 JULY  - All New Music 20x12 composers to be represented across one weekend

With one weekend ticket the audience will be able to enjoy performances, talks and participation events involving all twenty New Music 20x12 composers and commissioning organisations. This initiative is supported by Arts Council England, Columbia Foundation Fund of the Capital Community Foundation and Creative Scotland.
AUGUST 2012

Richard Causton and European Union Youth Orchestra: ‘Twenty-Seven Heavens’

23 August, 2012 – Usher Hall, Edinburgh

‘Twenty-Seven Heavens’ is a work by Richard Causton that has been commissioned by the European Union Youth Orchestra, which will explore Blake’s Jerusalem where the poet parallels aspects of his mythological world with various districts of London, including areas such as Hackney, Bow and Stratford. The twenty-seven heavens are layers of obscurity that the individual must penetrate to see the vision of Eternity - an idea which has resonance for both the artist and the athlete.

PRS for Music Foundation

PRS for Music Foundation is the UK's leading funder of new music across all genres.  Since 2000 PRS for Music Foundation has given more than £14 million to over 4,000 new music initiatives by awarding grants and leading partnership programmes that support music sector development. . Widely respected as an adventurous and proactive funding body, PRS for Music Foundation supports an exceptional range of new music activity– from composer residencies and commissions to festivals and showcases in the UK and overseas.  www.prsformusicfoundation.com
New Music 20x12 patrons & funders:

New Music 20x12 is generously supported by the following committed patrons and funders: Arts Council England, Creative Scotland, Columbia Foundation Fund of the Capital Community Foundation, John S. Cohen Foundation, PRS for Music Foundation, Arts Council of Northern Ireland, Arts Council of Wales, Incorporated Society of Musicians, Musicians Benevolent Fund, Jerwood Charitable Foundation, RVW Trust, Charlotte and Dennis Stevenson, Tolkien Trust, The Leche Trust, The Bliss Trust, Finzi Trust, Lilian Slowe, John and Ann Tusa, John Wates Charitable Trust, Richard Walduck, Honeymead Arts Trust, and Sir Anthony Cleaver.

BBC Radio 3 

BBC Radio 3 broadcasts classical music, jazz, world music, arts programmes and drama. Last year BBC Radio 3 broadcast over 600 complete concerts and operas from venues and festivals across the UK and beyond. BBC Radio 3 is the home of The BBC Proms and broadcasts every concert live. It supports composers, writers and new young performers and last year broadcast over 40 new drama productions. See www.bbc.co.uk/radio3
Southbank Centre

Southbank Centre is the UK's largest arts centre, occupying a 21-acre site that sits in the midst of London's most vibrant cultural quarter on the South Bank of the Thames. The site has an extraordinary creative and architectural history stretching back to the 1951 Festival of Britain. Southbank Centre is home to the Royal Festival Hall, Queen Elizabeth Hall, Purcell Room and The Hayward as well as The Saison Poetry Library and the Arts Council Collection. The Royal Festival Hall re-opened in June 2007 following the major refurbishment of the Hall and redevelopment of the surrounding area and facilities. Southbank Centre is home to Resident Orchestras, the London Philharmonic Orchestra, the Philharmonia Orchestra, London Sinfonietta, and the Orchestra of the Age of Enlightenment.

About the Cultural Olympiad and London 2012 Festival

The London 2012 Cultural Olympiad is the largest cultural celebration in the history of the modern Olympic and Paralympic Movements.  Spread over four years, it is designed to give everyone in the UK a chance to be part of London 2012 and inspire creativity across all forms of culture, especially among young people. 

The culmination of the Cultural Olympiad will be the London 2012 Festival, bringing leading artists from all over the world together from 21 June 2012 in this UK-wide festival – a chance for everyone to celebrate London 2012 through dance, music, theatre, the visual arts, fashion, film and digital innovation.
Principal funders of the Cultural Olympiad and London 2012 Festival are Arts Council England, Legacy Trust UK and the Olympic Lottery Distributor.  BP and BT are Premier Partners of the Cultural Olympiad and the London 2012 Festival. 

 

For more details visit www.london2012.com/festival
NMC Recordings
NMC is a record label established in 1989 to record and promote the best in British contemporary classical music. It releases around ten titles per year and operates a non-deletion policy, so its catalogue stands as an archive of British contemporary music. Composers represented on the label range from established voices – James Dillon, Harrison Birtwistle, Howard Skempton, Mark-Anthony Turnage and Judith Weir – to a younger generation including Huw Watkins, Tansy Davies and Donnacha Dennehy. NMC's range of artists likewise covers both those long established in the field of new music – such as the BBC Symphony Orchestra, the London Sinfonietta or the Nash Ensemble – and newer voices such as vocal ensemble EXAUDI, The Opera Group and Noszferatu. www.nmcrec.co.uk

Sound and Music

Sound and Music promotes fresh and challenging new work through a range of live events, learning projects and digital content. Leading the way for artistic exploration and excellence in its field, it embraces complexity and risk-taking, and invites the audience to listen in new ways. Building on the work and legacy of its founding organisations, its significant scale enables it to engage as many people as possible and make a major impact on public perceptions of new music and sound. www.soundandmusic.org
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